




Range of the Laysan Albatross
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North Pacific Gyre



North Pacific Gyre
Study Area: Eastern Garbage Patch (approx. 1 million sq.mi.)







Ingestion: food mimicIngestion: food mimic





Algalita Marine Research 
Foundation

Expeditions to the North Pacific Gyre



North Pacific Gyre
Study Area: Eastern Garbage Patch (approx. 1 million sq.mi.)



The Manta Trawl



Plastic debris impacts Plastic debris impacts 
more than 267 species more than 267 species 
worldwide worldwide (Derraik,2002)(Derraik,2002)

http://www.calcoast.org/news/beach0040523.html


Entanglement: drowning, strangulation, ghost nets

http://www.hawaiianatolls.org/research/June2006/albatross_death.php


Ingestion: food mimicIngestion: food mimic



Small particles of plastic (< 5mm) 
are ingested by zooplankton and 
other filter-feeding organisms





What plastic have you used today?



Single Use Plastics 



What can we do about all this?

San Diego harborSan Diego harbor



Action Plan!

What can YOUR CLASS do to 
make a difference?
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